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JOINT STANDING COMMITTEE ON THE COMMISSIONER FOR CHILDREN 
AND YOUNG PEOPLE 

Eighth Report — “Annual Report 2015–16” — Tabling 

HON ROBYN McSWEENEY (South West) [10.04 am]: I am directed to present the eighth report of the 
Joint Standing Committee on the Commissioner for Children and Young People, “Annual Report 2015–16”. 

[See paper 4860.] 

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY: This report reflects the Joint Standing Committee on the Commissioner for 
Children and Young People’s activities from 1 July 2015 to 30 June 2016. It includes an examination of the 
Commissioner for Children and Young People’s current and future areas of work. 

I would like to take this opportunity to highlight the important work this joint committee does. The oversight 
ability of the committee to examine in detail and report to Parliament on the work of the commissioner is crucial 
to achieving good outcomes for the children and young people in this state. The committee has been careful to 
foster a collaborative approach with the commissioner. In addition, it has regularly sought the views of key 
agencies and individuals in order to satisfy itself about the benefits of the commissioner’s work. At times, the 
committee has recommended a particular direction to the commissioner and it is to the credit of the relationship 
of the commissioner and the committee that the commissioner has been responsive to our advice. 

A recent example of this responsiveness is demonstrated in the commissioner’s reaction to the committee’s most 
recent report, “Everybody’s Business”, which was tabled in June 2016. The committee recommends ways in 
which the commissioner, the government and the community can better safeguard children to help protect 
against child abuse. The report stemmed from an exhaustive inquiry process and the commissioner congratulated 
the committee on the result. The commissioner subsequently wrote to the government indicating his approval of 
the committee’s recommendations for his role. The government response to this report was tabled two days ago, 
on 8 November. The government also supports the intent of the committee’s recommendations. A number of 
important developments will result from our committee’s work. For example, from 2017, all schools in WA will 
have a requirement to deliver developmentally appropriate protective behaviours education, and all government 
schools will be required to report on the extent of this education being delivered in schools. The commissioner 
will perform a mapping exercise of the current services available to support victims of abuse in order to inform 
the government about gaps in these services. The commissioner and the government have also agreed to examine 
the level of monitoring that organisations that provide services to children are subject to in order to reveal gaps 
that may exist in this scrutiny. These processes and the other recommendations in the committee’s report will 
enhance the strength of the overall child protection sector in this state by assisting government and community 
organisations and will help to ensure that children are better protected against abuse. This is a strong 
endorsement of the work of the committee, and the relevance of this work should be noted. 

As to the future work of the commissioner, I and the committee would like the commissioner to develop the 
educative role of the office so that the community and the government can better understand what matters most 
to children. This will help services to be designed in a way that address these needs. These improved services 
will in turn promote better health and wellbeing outcomes for all children and young people in this state. This is 
a positive outcome for the whole community and should be pursued as a priority. 

On a final note, I would like to thank my fellow committee members for their commitment to the important work 
that this committee does. I would also like to acknowledge the dedication and support of the committee’s 
principal research officer and research officer, Ms Renee Gould and Ms Vanessa Beckingham. 
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